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Application/Control Number: 10/696,873 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1752 

Prior Art 

1 The following prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicants' disclosure: U.S. Patent Nos. 6,696,235 and 6,395,464. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

While the prior art would make obvious the silver halide radiographic element 
comprising a support having thereon at least one silver halide emulsion layer 
comprising a silver halide emulsion comprising tabular grains having each of the 
claimed average thickness, average diameter and aspect ratio values, said art does not, 
in fact, disclose or teach such tabular silver halide grains further characterized by 
having a coefficient of thickness variation and a coefficient of diameter variation as 
claimed by applicants. Applicants have clearly demonstrated herein the specification 
that significant unexpected photographic advantages with respect to speed and contrast 
are realized with the inventive silver halide radiographic element containing the 
inventive silver halide tabular grain emulsion characterized by the combination of the 
claimed thickness, diameter and aspect ratio, WITH a coefficient of thickness variation 
less than twenty-five percent AND a coefficient of diameter variation within the range of 
thirty-one to forty-four percent, versus comparative samples containing a coefficient of 
diameter variation less than thirty-one percent, or comparative samples containing a 
coefficient of thickness variation greater than twenty-five percent. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

3. Claims 1 -1 0 are allowed. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Geraldine V Letscher whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1334. The examiner can normally be reached 7:30am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cynthia Kelly can be reached on (571) 272-1526. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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